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Women bring unique and invaluable 

skills and experiences to the work-
place. Across the country, there are 
over 9 million women-owned small 
businesses, and they contribute over a 
trillion dollars to our national econ-
omy. 

In Kansas alone, there are more than 
73 businesses owned by women, rep-
resenting industries such as account-
ing, veterinary medicine, and manage-
ment consulting. 

As I have toured Kansas, I have met 
with women entrepreneurs in towns 
like Ellsworth and Emporia learning 
about how their businesses are growing 
local economies and the positive im-
pact these businesses have on their 
communities. It is inspiring to see 
what these women have achieved and 
to hear their perspective on the chal-
lenges that small-business owners face. 

I ask my colleagues to join me now 
in celebrating these women during Na-
tional Women’s Small Business Month. 

RECOGNIZING THE KANSAS HEART AND STROKE 
COLLABORATIVE 

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, 
though mostly known as the top bas-
ketball program in the country, I want 
to acknowledge and salute the Univer-
sity of Kansas and our innovative work 
through the Kansas Heart and Stroke 
Collaborative. 

The collaborative has worked dili-
gently over the past 3 years to estab-
lish a new model and standard for how 
to efficiently treat the care of heart 
disease and strokes in rural areas. 
They provide better care in a way that 
saves overall costs and is truly a win- 
win. 

Fifty-three counties in Kansas, with 
more than 90 hospitals, clinics, and of-
fices, now are represented in the col-
laborative care model. Not only do 
they better the lives of patients in 
rural Kansas, they do so based on a 
model that is a poster child for other 
conservative-style demonstration 
projects. 

In 2014, the University of Kansas 
partnered with Hays Medical Center 
and received a $12 million, 3-year inno-
vation grant. Now that 3-year window 
is closing, and I am pleased to say that 
the collaborative will continue as a 
self-sustaining entity. 

Let me say that again. This will con-
tinue as a self-sustaining entity, con-
tinue to provide efficient care, and, lit-
erally, save thousands of rural Ameri-
cans’ lives and give them more mean-
ingful life after their stroke or heart 
attack. 

As a physician in rural Kansas for 
three decades, this is one of the great-
est success stories I have ever seen, and 
it will always hold a special place in 
my heart, as I have seen it unfold right 
before my eyes. 

The Kansas Heart and Stroke Col-
laborative provides hope and direction 
for rural healthcare in Kansas and be-
yond, and it should be looked at by 
other States. 

ARTICLES OF IMPEACHMENT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today as a proud Member of 
this House. I am always so honored to 
know that I have the preeminent privi-
lege of standing in the well of the Con-
gress of the United States of America. 
There are only 435 people who are 
elected as Members from the various 
States who have voting rights in Con-
gress on legislation, who have this 
privilege, so it is an honor for me to do 
it. I want people to know that when I 
stand here, my words are sincere and 
my efforts are those that I believe can 
make a difference in the lives of all 
Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, yesterday, I called to 
the attention of the House of Rep-
resentatives Articles of Impeachment, 
and I called these Articles of Impeach-
ment to the attention of the House be-
cause it is a part of a process. It can be 
a three-step process, which has been 
used on multiple occasions in the past, 
a three-step process that allows the 
Member to give notice. After the Mem-
ber gives notice, the Member does not 
have to allow a vote to take place im-
mediately. 

The Member can decide that, rather 
than have the vote take place within 2 
days, the Member can give notice a 
second time and then allow that proc-
ess to move forward, and the Speaker 
can then set a time for the Member to 
give a final notice, or present the ac-
tual Articles of Impeachment. 

I have chosen to use the three-step 
process: initial notice; thereafter to 
come back before this House, which 
every Member has the privilege of 
doing and which has been done before, 
and again notice the House; and, there-
after, have the articles considered with 
a final reading. 

Mr. Speaker, I don’t think it is any 
secret that I have indicated that the 
President should be impeached. It is no 
secret. I don’t think it is any secret 
that I have indicated that there will be 
a vote in Congress on Articles of Im-
peachment. 

If perchance I have been misunder-
stood, allow me to make it perspicu-
ously clear today: there will be a vote. 
There is a three-step process that we 
are pursuing. That process will con-
tinue when we return. And when we re-
turn, I assure everyone there will be a 
vote. 

There has been some confusion. My 
suspicion is because where there are 
few facts, there is much speculation, so 
there has been some confusion about 
why we didn’t go forward yesterday. 

So now allow me to make it abun-
dantly clear: no person, no living, 
breathing child of God influenced my 
decision to move forward as I have. 

Others can give their opinions. No 
one did. I did not receive an opinion in-
dicating that I should not go forward 
as I did. 

I have made my decision. This is 
where I stand. If I stand alone, Mr. 

Speaker, I have no fear of standing 
alone. 

If Rosa Parks could sit alone in a 
racist Southern town to deal with in-
justice and bring about some form of 
justice, surely I can stand alone in the 
well of the Congress and stand alone on 
where I stand with impeachment. 

If Dr. King could go to jail and write 
one of the greatest essays on human 
rights I have ever read, surely I can 
stand in the well of the Congress—if he 
could go to jail—and I can extoll and 
expand upon why I believe we have to 
move forward with impeachment. 

Finally, this: those of you who both-
ered to read the Articles of Impeach-
ment, and I beg that you would, be-
cause that is why this time is being 
made available, so that everyone can 
read it and understand why we are 
going forward, and those of who you 
will read them will find that I don’t ap-
prove of anyone calling mothers dogs. I 
don’t approve of it. I don’t approve of 
it. I don’t care who you are. When you 
say ‘‘SOB,’’ you are saying that some-
body’s mother is a dog. I don’t approve 
of that. 

By the way, that is not widely pub-
lished that that is in the Articles of 
Impeachment, but it is there. It is 
there for all to see. 

So for those who believe that moth-
erhood is sacred, for those who believe 
that a President of the United States 
ought not say ‘‘SOB,’’ and you know 
what it means—I never use the B word. 
I never use profanity. But I want you 
to know this: I am going to move for-
ward with those Articles of Impeach-
ment, and motherhood is sacred. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MATT BELLINA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to share the story of my 
constituent, Matt Bellina, of Holland, 
Pennsylvania. 

On April 9, 2014, at the age of 30, Matt 
was diagnosed with ALS, otherwise 
known as Lou Gehrig’s disease. ALS 
attacks the nerve cells in the brain and 
the spinal cord, causing those with 
ALS to lose control of their muscles. 

Matt graduated from Virginia Tech 
in May 2005 and received his commis-
sion into the U.S. Navy as a naval avi-
ator. Following the onset of his symp-
toms, which include cramping hands, 
twitching arms, stiffness in his legs, 
Matt was grounded from flying. He 
continued to serve in the Navy in an 
administrative capacity until he medi-
cally retired in 2014, with the rank of 
lieutenant commander. 

He eventually moved back home to 
Bucks County with his wife, Caitlin, 
and his young children to be sur-
rounded by family and friends. 
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Although this disease stopped Matt’s 

career in its tracks, he persisted and 
actively involved himself in the ALS 
community and became a strong advo-
cate for right-to-try legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, each year Americans 
like Matt Bellina receive the dev-
astating news of a terminal diagnosis. 
Even with the amazing work done in 
American medical research, for too 
many families, access to these poten-
tially lifesaving treatments will come 
too late or not at all. 

Thousands of terminally ill patients 
suffer needlessly while awaiting final 
approval for drugs, therapies, and other 
medical technologies. While the Food 
and Drug Administration carries out 
its three-phase approval process, which 
can take years and cost billions of dol-
lars, many patients simply want the 
chance to try treatments that are al-
ready demonstrated to be safe. A bill 
that was unanimously passed by the 
Senate will offer them a chance to ex-
tend their lives. 

The Right to Try Act would ensure 
that terminally ill patients, together 
with their physicians and pharma-
ceutical manufacturers, can administer 
investigational treatments where no 
alternative exists. In fact, this bipar-
tisan idea is already the law in 37 
States. 

A Federal right-to-try law would pre-
vent the government from blocking ac-
cess to potentially lifesaving medica-
tions. It would require patients to first 
try all other available treatments and 
be unable to participate in clinical 
trials. 

For those patients caught between 
the traditional drug approval delays, 
the clinical trial process for which they 
do not qualify, and limited time, the 
right to try simply establishes the free-
dom for patients and their doctors to 
try therapies where the benefits far 
outweigh the risks. It gives them an 
option of trying to save their life. 

Mr. Speaker, whether it is a father 
courageously battling ALS or a brave 
child living with Duchenne muscular 
dystrophy, they deserve the right to 
try. 

f 

MASS SHOOTING IN LAS VEGAS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Nevada (Mr. KIHUEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KIHUEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to speak about the tragedy that 
happened in my home town of Las 
Vegas last Sunday, October 1. 

Last week, a horrific mass shooting 
took place in the community that I 
grew up in. Immediately when I heard 
the news on Sunday night, like so 
many people, I felt helpless, and I 
rushed to the hospital to see how I 
could help. 

This shooting was the deadliest in 
modern U.S. history: 58 innocent peo-
ple have died, and over 500 were in-
jured. 

The 58 innocent victims came from 
all walks of life. They came to Las 

Vegas from all over the United States 
of America. Some were there to cele-
brate their birthdays, their favorite 
country singer, a night out with friends 
and family, and even celebrating their 
wedding anniversaries. 

b 1100 
Even though these families will never 

get another Christmas, another 
Thanksgiving, or another birthday 
with their loved one, they will never 
forget them, and we won’t either. 

As we grieve for those who were 
killed or injured, and pray for their 
families, I want to recognize the heroes 
who bravely and selflessly rushed to 
help: law enforcement officers and first 
responders, including some who were 
off duty and attending the concert, 
who ran toward the gunfire to protect 
the concertgoers and provide des-
perately needed care for victims; peo-
ple at the concert who shielded those 
around them, gave them medical care, 
and led others to safety, exposing 
themselves to the hail of bullets while 
they tried to save others; people driv-
ing by who used their cars to help take 
shooting victims to the hospitals; 
strangers helping strangers; the 
healthcare professionals, doctors, 
nurses, support staff, and volunteers 
who have been working tirelessly 
around the clock to care for the more 
than 500 injured people; hospitality in-
dustry employees, who rushed to help 
however they could; and the Las Vegas 
businesses and residents, who have gen-
erously donated their money, time, and 
blood to help the victims. 

To all of these heroes, I say: Thank 
you. Thank you so much. 

Over the coming days and weeks, I 
plan to speak on this floor about each 
individual victim to honor their life 
and to tell their story. I will also be 
speaking out about what Congress 
needs to do to prevent another tragedy 
like this from happening. 

We should never forget the victims of 
October 1, 2017, but as we embark on 
the long process of healing, I am for-
ever grateful for the incredible heart 
and spirit shown by the Las Vegas 
community. I have never been prouder 
to be a Las Vegan, and I have never 
been prouder to be a Nevadan, and I 
know that my city is and will always 
be Vegas Strong. 

f 

COMMANDER SETH ANTHONY 
STONE WAS A SOLDIER FOR THE 
LORD 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. BABIN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of Commander Seth 
Anthony Stone, a native Texan, a de-
vout Christian, and a true American 
hero, who left us far too early on Sep-
tember 30, 2017, at the age of 41 years 
old. 

Twice the recipient of the Silver Star 
Medal, our Nation’s third highest com-
bat award, Seth was among the most 
highly decorated U.S. Navy SEALS. 

As a SEAL platoon commander in 
Iraq during the Battle of Ramadi in 
2006, he served alongside my son, Leif 
Babin, as they led some of the toughest 
sustained urban combat operations in 
the history of the SEAL teams. 

Seth was a storied and an exceptional 
combat leader that helped turn the tide 
for America in two of the most pivotal 
battles of the Iraq war. 

Seth and his SEAL platoon played an 
integral role in the victorious efforts of 
the U.S. Army’s 1st Armored Division’s 
Ready First Brigade Combat Team 
that transformed Ramadi from the 
most violent and dangerous place in 
Iraq to a stable, secure, and peaceful 
city. 

In more than 6 months of continuous 
urban combat, a number of his SEALs 
were wounded and killed in action, in-
cluding Master-at-Arms Second Class 
Michael A. Monsoor, when he dove onto 
a grenade to save three of his SEAL 
teammates next to him. For his ac-
tions, Petty Officer Monsoor was post-
humously awarded the Medal of Honor. 

Seth returned to Iraq 2 years later 
and led a SEAL task unit that included 
American Sniper, Chief Petty Officer 
Chris Kyle, also from Texas. 

Seth’s outstanding combat record 
placed him in a very special class that 
included Petty Officer Michael 
Monsoor, Chief Petty Officer Chris 
Kyle, Petty Officer Marc Lee, and 
Petty Officer Ryan Job. 

Seth epitomized the warrior ethos, 
risking his life on many occasions in 
combat against our Nation’s mortal en-
emies. He saved countless U.S. service-
members, and he helped bring stability 
to embattled regions of the world. 

About his military service, Seth said: 
It was my honor to fight for my country. 

The best life is one lived as a sacrifice for 
others. I love my country, and I love the 
teams. That is what drove me to fight so 
hard for America while wearing the SEAL 
Trident. At the same time, I did not really 
consider myself to be a SEAL but, rather, a 
soldier for the Lord. 

In everything he did and throughout 
his life he served the Lord from a place 
of deep faith. He was a very special per-
son. I was proud to know him, and I 
will be forever grateful for his service 
to our great country and the friendship 
and camaraderie that he had with my 
son and all those whom he served with. 

While Seth has left us on Earth, his 
passion for his friends, his country, and 
his Lord will certainly live on and 
never be forgotten. 

f 

FEMA CAN DO BETTER FOR OUR 
FELLOW AMERICANS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, there was 
applause from the gallery, and every 
American applauds. 

Mr. Speaker, I have an alert for the 
Trump administration. The Trump-led 
FEMA, that is the Federal Emergency 
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